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C O N F I D E N T I A L ATHENS 000240 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 02/23/2019 

TAGS: MARR, PREL, PARM, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: MFA PRESSES U.S. TO WITHDRAW FROM NAVAL EXERCISE 

REF: A) ANKARA 278 B) GOODMAN-SPECKHARD E-MAIL 

     2/21/2009 

Classified By: AMBASSADOR DAN SPECKHARD.  REASON:  1.4 (B) AND (D). 

1.  (C)  SUMMARY AND COMMENT:  On February 23, MFA Secretary 

General Agathocles summoned Ambassador Speckhard to tell him 

that, in the GOG's view, the U.S. should not to participate 

in the upcoming naval exercise "Egemen."  Non-participation 

would send an important signal to Turkey that it needed to 

work with Greece to work through Aegean issues.  The two 

countries needed to get back to resolving their differences 

through negotiations which had become dormant following the 

failure of the Annan plan in 2004.  Ambassador Speckhard 

underscored that it was normal for the U.S. to participate in 

multilateral exercises and the Greeks should not see this as 

an effort to take sides in Aegean disputes.  The U.S. 

respected Greece's sovereign territory and would do so in any 

exercise we were involved in.  The Ambassador urged the GOG 

to raise its concerns directly with the exercise co-planners, 

Turkey and the UK.  Ambassador Speckhard urged Agathocles not 

to define "success" as U.S. non-participation; rather, 

success should be defined as insuring that Greece's 

legitimate concerns were addressed.  Agathocles agreed. 

2.  (C)  Agathocles' swift acceptance of our definition of 

success suggests that, by getting the details right, they 

would have no objection to the exercise going ahead.  We 

continue to believe that, on SAR, it would be a mistake to 

exercise a procedure that would undermine the principle of 

coordination that is important in real cases.  While we 

understand the exegencies of military planning, we should 

ensure that the details are in place and in line with our 

principles -- even if it were to delay the exercise until all 

the fine points are worked out.  We agree with Ankara that 

cancellation would only heighten tensions in the Aegean.  END 

SUMMARY AND COMMENT. 

GREECE URGES U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM EGEMEN . . . 

3..  (C)  Agathocles avoided technical details ("which you 

know very well"), focusing instead on the exercise's 

political impact.  He argued that Turkey was taking the 

opportunity to get the U.S. and others involved in a dispute 

over sovereighty in the Aegean.  There had been little 

progress on these issues, and this exercise would only make 

it harder in future.  As it was not a NATO exercise, he urged 

the U.S., UK, and Dutch not to participate.  Their withdrawal 

would send a signal to Turkey that it needed to discuss 

Aegean issues with the GOG.  He bemoaned the fact that the 

progress made in the past was all but halted following the 

failed Annan effort in Cyprus in 2004.  Agathocles noted that 

he had also called the UK and Dutch ambassadors and would see 

them later in the day. 

. . . BUT AGREES THAT THE GOAL IS GETTING THE KEY ISSUES RIGHT 

4.  (C)  Ambassador Speckhard relayed ref b points, stressing 

respect for Greece's sovereign territory and that Greece's 

concerns were most appropriately raised with the exercise's 

co-planners, Turkey and the UK.  He urged Agathocles not to 

create a scenario where anything short of cancellation or 

withdrawal was perceived as a GOG failure.  It would be more 

productive to work with the exercise planners to ensure that 

Greece's two key concerns with the exercise -- sovereignty 

and SAR issues -- were addressed.  That might mean delaying 

the start of the exercise until the details were right. 

Cancelling altogether could simply heighten tensions, and 

have a destabilizing effect in the Aegean. 

5.  (C)  Agathocles took the point, stressing the importance 

of not violating Greek sovereignty or moving forward with the 

SAR portion of the exercise without coordination with Greece 

given its FIR responsibility.  He reiterated the need to 

"send  a signal" to Turkey that Greece was prepared to 

negotiate in a serious way.  If things went on as they were, 

it would be difficult for Greece to take a positive approach 

to EU decisions on Turkey's accession at the end of the year. 

 On the SAR portion of the exercise, Agathocles questioned 

whether a U.S. helicopter was involved, which would be a 

problem.  Ambassador Speckhard agreed to check, but thought 

no U.S. air assets were involved.  Agathocles seemed resigned 

to Turkish violations of the disputed 6-10 nm Greek 

defination of their airspace, but would be more upset if 

other allies took the opportunity of this exercise to 

reinforce differences on this point. 

6.  (C)  Ambassador Speckhard again urged Agathocles not to 

have "non-participation" by the U.S. be the goal.  The goal 

should be to get the details of the exercise right. 

Agathocles agreed, and belived he could convince Bakoyiannis 

that they would have achieved "success" if the exercise 

respected Greece's territorial integrity and coordinated 

appropriately on SAR/FIR issues. 

MCCARTHY 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L ANKARA 000278 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 02/20/2019 

TAGS: MARR, PREL, PARM, TU 

SUBJECT: WITHDRAWING U.S. VESSEL FROM TURKISH NAVAL 

EXERCISE WOULD HAVE HIGH POLITICAL COST 

REF: JEFFREY - COMNAVEUR FEB 20 PHONECON (NOTAL) 

Classified By: Ambassador James F. Jeffrey for reason 1.4 (b, d) 

Summary 

------- 

1.  (C) Exercise "EGEMEN" is a Turkish national naval 

exercise in the Mediterranean, Aegean and Black Seas which 

currently calls for the participation of UK, US, Dutch and 

Belgian forces.  We understand that the UK is considering 

withdrawing their forces in response to Greek arguments. 

Since the U.S. vessel scheduled to participate in this 

exercise will be under British Tactical Control (TACON), we 

understand that NAVEUR may decide that it also withdraw, 

remaining under UK TACON.  At this stage, a decision to 

withdraw the U.S. asset will be taken by the Turks as a 

political decision.  Based on our recent other experiences 

with Aegean exercises, we believe that to pull our ship out 

based on Greek pressure, or in solidarity with the UK in 

backing down to Greek pressure, will do immense political 

harm to our relations with the Turks -- and here that could 

mean damage to our military cooperation.  We urge that this 

be fully considered in taking any decision on our ship.  The 

best solution, we believe, would be to convince the Brits not 

to withdraw at this late date.  End Summary. 

2.  (C) HM Ambassador to Turkey Nicholas Baird told 

Ambassador on February 20 that the UK was considering pulling 

out of Exercise EGEMEN 09, a Turkish national naval exercise 

scheduled to take place March 16 - 30.  Baird said that the 

decision would be taken in the coming days at the Ministerial 

level in London and would take into account both his own 

input and that of his colleague in Athens.  We asked whether 

the UK agreed with the Greek interpretation of the various 

issues-airspace, FIR, SAR responsibilities, etc.  Baird did 

not provide any indication that the UK was in agreement with 

the Greek arguments, but said rather that his understanding 

was that the UK would decide this more on political grounds, 

rather than on technical / legal grounds.   Baird also said 

that they would not want to take a decision "alone" but would 

rather do it in combination with the Dutch and US. 

3.  (C) Ambassador argued said that we had all taken a 

decision to participate.   If the UK were to take a decision 

to pull out of EGEMEN 09, but wanted it to be a joint 

decision, then we the US would be faced with a decision for 

which we would bear political cost but about which we had not 

been consulted.  Baird demurred a bit, then agreed, and said 

that there may or should be some "consultations." 

4.  (C) We understand that from a purely military standpoint 

we would want to pull our ship -- which will be TACON to the 

UK -- out of the exercise if the UK pulled out (ref).  But at 

this point, this strikes us as a political as well as a 

military decision.   This embassy did not push for US 

participation in the exercise -- which has been in planning 

since July 2008 -- but agreed to it after we ensured that the 

U.S. vessel and its aircraft would not be used or exploited 

in some way by the Turks to violate what the USG (not Greece) 

thought was Greek sovreignty.  All seemed on track until the 

Greeks started their diplomatic press. 

5.  (C) If Greece had presented a strong, legitimate 

complaint (our view is that they did not, but others might 

have had a different view), then the reasonable approach 

would have been to talk to the Turks about modifying some 

aspect of the exercise to make it comply with what the rest 

of world, not necessarily Athens, thinks about these issues. 

6.  (C) But to pull our ship out based on Greek pressure, or 

in solidarity with the UK in backing down to Greek pressure, 

will do immense political harm, and here that could include 

military cooperation damage, to our relations with the Turks. 

 We understand the "TACON" issue, but there is now way we can 

sell that as a rationale for the pullout.  I urge that this 

be fully considered in the taking of any decision at this 

point on our ship. We believe the best course of action at 

this point is to persuade the Brits not to pull out. 

Visit Ankara's Classified Web Site at 

http://www.intelink.sgov.gov/wiki/Portal:Turk ey 

Jeffrey 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L STATE 017263 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 02/24/2019 

TAGS: MARR, PREL, PARM, GR, TU, UK 

SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AEGEAN EXERCISE EGEMEN 

REF: A. ATHENS-EMB. ANKARA-EUR/SE EMAILS. (2/6) 

     B. ANKARA 278 

     C. ATHENS 240 

Classified By: EUR: DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY MATTHEW BRYZA 

1. (C) THIS IS AN ACTION REQUEST.  PLEASE SEE PARAGRAPH 8. 

2. (C) SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND: FROM MARCH 13-30, A TURKEY-UK 

PLANNED MULTILATERAL EXERCISE, EGEMEN ("SOVEREIGN") IS 

SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE IN THE AEGEAN.  THE U.S. IS SCHEDULED 

TO PARTICIPATE (ONE SHIP, USS MITSCHER) ALONG WITH THE 

NETHERLANDS AND BELGIUM.  THE USS MITSCHER WILL BE UNDER 

TACTICAL CONTROL (TACON) OF THE UK. 

3. (C) ON FEBRUARY 6, 2009 THE GOVERNMENT OF GREECE (GOG) 

RAISED SEVERAL CONCERNS ABOUT THE EXERCISE WITH EMBASSY 

ATHENS (REF A). THESE CONCERNS INCLUDED: 

(A) MAPS TURKEY INAPPROPRIATELY DISTRIBUTED VIA THE NATO 

"CRONOS" SYSTEM THAT DEPICT DEMILITARIZED ISLANDS AND SEARCH 

AND RESCUE RESPONSIBILITIES, BOTH OF WHICH GREECE DISPUTES, 

(B) PLANNED AREAS OF OPERATION FOR THE EXERCISE THAT CLEARLY 

FALL WITHIN GREEK SOVEREIGN TERRITORY, 

(C) A SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) COMPONENT OF THE EXERCISE THAT 

DOES NOT INCLUDE COORDINATION WITH ATHENS' FLIGHT INFORMATION 

REGION (FIR), AND 

(D) CONCERN THAT THE OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR THE EXERCISE 

INCLUDES TRANSIT OF GREEK TERRITORIAL WATERS, ACCEPTABLE FOR 

COMMERCIAL AND CIVILIAN TRANSIT, BUT WHICH IS NOT ACCEPTABLE 

FOR MILITARY VESSELS WITHOUT SPECIFIC GREEK PERMISSION, WHICH 

HAS NOT BEEN REQUESTED. 

4. (C) THE USG BELIEVES THAT TWO OF THESE FOUR CONCERNS (B 

AND D) ARE CLEARLY LEGITIMATE AND NEED TO BE ADDRESSED PRIOR 

TO THE START OF THE EXERCISE.  IF THEY ARE NOT CORRECTED, 

THEY COULD INFRINGE UPON GREECE'S SOVEREIGN TERRITORY IN 

CONTRAVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.  AS CO-PLANNERS OF THE 

EXERCISE, THE USG BELIEVES THAT THE UK AND TURKEY SHOULD HAVE 

THE LEAD IN RESOLVING THESE CONCERNS.  (NOTE: WE UNDERSTAND 

THAT THE UK MAY BELIEVE THAT IT IS TURKEY'S RESPONSIBILITY TO 

RESOLVE THE GREEK CONCERNS AS IT WAS TURKEY'S MAPS, 

INAPROPRIATELY SENT OVER THE NATO SYSTEM, WHICH GREECE 

DISPUTES AND WHICH ORIGINALLY RAISED GOG CONCERNS. END NOTE) 

5. (C) TWO OF GREECE'S CONCERNS, IN THE U.S. VIEW, SHOULD NOT 

INTERFERE WITH MOVING FORWARD ON THE EXERCISE.  FIRST, THE 

USG DOES NOT VIEW TURKEY'S DISTRIBUTION OF MAPS ON THE NATO 

"CRONOS" SYSTEM AS LEGITIMIZING TURKISH (OR GREEK) CLAIMS IN 

THE AEGEAN.  SECOND, WITH REGARD TO CONCERNS OVER THE SAR 

COMPONENT OF THE EXERCISE TAKING PLACE WITHIN ATHENS' FIR, 

THE 1994 ICAO CONVENTION DOES NOT REQUIRE STATE AIRCRAFT TO 

FILE FLIGHT PLANS WITHIN THE FIR, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE REQUIRED 

TO FLY "WITH DUE REGARD TO SAFETY."  WHILE THE FIR IS 

TYPICALLY USED AS A BASIS FOR SAR REGIONS, THIS IS NOT 

NECESSARILY REQUIRED.  IN THIS CASE, WHILE IT RECOGNIZES 

GREECES' FIR, TURKEY HAS NOT RECOGNIZED GREECE'S SAR REGION. 

THEREFORE, THERE IS NO INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED MARITIME 

SAR REGION IN MUCH OF THIS AREA.  THE USG HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY 

WEIGHED IN ON THIS LONGSTANDING AEGEAN DISPUTE.  WE BELIEVE 

IT IS NOT IN THE USG'S INTEREST TO DO SO NOW.  EVERY EFFORT 

SHOULD BE TAKEN BY TURKEY AND THE UK TO ENSURE THE SAR 

COMPONENT OF THE EXERCISE TAKES PLACE IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS 

OR TURKISH TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

6. (SBU) THE U.S. BELIEVES THE TWO LEGITIMATE CONCERNS RAISED 

BY THE GOG CAN EASILY BE RESOLVED.  THE U.S. IS CONTINUING 

WITH PLANS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EXERCISE UNDER UK TACON, 

PENDING RESOLUTION OF THESE ISSUES IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE.  THE GOG HAS INDICATED TO THE 

U.S. THAT IT CAN ACCEPT THE EXERCISE AS LONG AS ITS CONCERNS 

ARE MET (REF. C) THE U.S.  BELIEVES THAT PULLING OUT OF THE 

EXERCISE AT THIS LATE DATE WOULD LIKELY INCREASE AEGEAN 

TENSIONS AND THEREFORE, THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION IS TO HAVE 

THE UK TAKE THE LEAD WITH THE TURKS IN RESOLVING THE TWO KEY 

ISSUES. 

7. (C) OBJECTIVE: EMBASSIES SHOULD NOTE U.S. SUPPORT FOR 

GOING FORWARD WITH THE EXERCISE IN A WAY THAT ADDRESSES THE 

TWO LEGITIMATE CONCERNS RAISED BY GREECE.  SPECIFICALLY, THE 

U.S. BELIEVES THAT THE UK AND TURKEY, AS CO-PLANNERS, SHOULD 

AMEND THE EXERCISE AS NECESSARY TO AVOID INFRINGEMENT OF 

GREECE'S SOVEREIGN TERRITORY (SPECIFICALLY, CHANGING THE 

EXERCISE AREA SUCH THAT IT DOES NOT CROSS INTERNATIONALLY 

RECOGNIZED SOVEREIGN GREEK TERRITORY), AND ENSURE THE SAR 

PORTION OF THE EXERCISE TAKES PLACE IN INTERNATIONAL OR 

TURKISH WATERS. 

8. (SBU) ACTION REQUEST: DEPARTMENT REQUESTS EMBASSY LONDON 

RAISE THE EGEMEN EXERCISE WITH APPROPRIATE UK OFFICIALS TO 

URGE THAT THE UK, AS CO-PLANNER, GOES FORWARD WITH THE 

EXERCISE IN A WAY THAT ADDRESSES THE TWO LEGITIMATE CONCERNS 

RAISED BY GREECE.  EMBASSIES ANKARA AND ATHENS SHOULD DRAW 

UPON THE BELOW POINTS IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENT AND 

UK OFFICIALS AS APPROPRIATE. 

FOR USE WITH HMG OFFICIALS ONLY: 

-THE U.S. IS PLEASED TO PARTNER IN THE MULTILATERAL EXERCISE 

EGEMENT WITH THE UK (UNDER UK TACON) AND TURKEY AS CO-HOSTS 

OF THE EXERCISE AND OUR OTHER ALLIES INVOLOVED. 

-THOUGH THE GOG HAS RAISED CONCERNS WITH US REGARDING THIS 

EXERCISE, WE HAVE ENCOURAGED THE GOG TO WORK THROUGH THE UK 

AND TURKEY DIRECTLY, AS CO-PLANNERS OF THE EXERCISE TO 

RESOLVE GREECE'S LEGITIMATE CONCERNS. 

-THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH OUR DESIRE THAT GREECE AND TURKEY 

CONSULT DIRECTLY TO RESOLVE AEGEAN DIFFERENCES. 

-OUR PREFERENCE IS FOR THE UK AND TURKEY TO GO FORWARD WITH 

THE EXERCISE IN A WAY THAT ADDRESSES TWO OF THE CONCERNS THE 

GREEKS HAVE RAISED THAT WE BELIEVE NEED TO BE ADDRESSED.  WE 

ALSO BELIEVE THAT CANCELLING THE EXERCISE AT THIS LATE DATE 

WOULD LIKELY INCREASE AEGEAN TENSIONS. 

-SPECIFICALLY, THE U.S. URGES THE UK TO SEEK WAYS TO RESOLVE 

THE CONCERNS REGARDING AREAS OF OPERATION CLEARLY WITHIN 

GREEK SOVEREIGN TERRITORY AND TRANSIT OF GREEK TERRITORIAL 

WATERS BY VESSELS PARTICIPATING IN A MILITARY EXERCISE.  BOTH 

OF THESE COULD POSSIBLY INFRINGE ON GREECE'S SOVEREIGN 

TERRITORY, IN CONTRAVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

-WITH REGARD TO GREECE'S OTHER CONCERNS, THE U.S. BELIEVES 

THE REVISED EXERCISE SHOULD TAKE CARE TO ENSURE THAT ALL 

PORTIONS OF THE EXERCISE (ESPECIALLY THE SAR PORTION) TAKE 

PLACE IN TURKISH TERRITORIAL WATERS OR IN INTERNATIONAL 

WATERS TO ENSURE IT DOES NOT INFRINGE IN ANY WAY ON GREEK 

SOVEREIGN TERRITORY. 

FOR EMBASSIES LONDON, ATHENS AND ANKARA TO USE WITH HOST 

COUNTRY AND UK OFFICIALS AS APPROPRIATE: 

-THE USG PARTICIPATES IN MULTILATERAL EXERCISES WORLDWIDE, 

WITH OUR PARTNERS AND ALLIES. 

-AT THE INVITATION OF TURKEY AND THE UK, THE USG PLANS TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE MULTILATERAL EXERCISE EGEMEN, WITH ONE 

SHIP UNDER THE TACTICAL CONTROL OF THE UK COMMANDER. 

-GREEK CONCERNS REGARDING THE EGEMEN SHOULD BE RAISED 

DIRECTLY WITH THE UK AND TURKEY AS CO-PLANNERS OF THE 

EXERCISE. 

-THE USG RESPECTS GREECE'S AND TURKEY'S SOVEREIGN TERRITORY, 

BUT ALSO REITERATES THE NEED TO RE-ENERGIZE BILATERAL 

DISCUSSIONS TO RESOLVE OUTSTANDING DISPUTES IN THE AEGEAN. 

-THE USG DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE MAPS DISTRIBUTED VIA THE NATO 

CRONOS SYSTEM AS LEGITIMIZING ANY AEGEAN LITTORAL STATE'S 

INTERPRETATION OF EITHER DEMILITARIZED ISLANDS OR SEARCH AND 

RESCUE RESPONSIBILITIES. 

CLINTON 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L LONDON 000521 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 02/26/2019 

TAGS: MARR, PREL, PARM, GR, TU, UK 

SUBJECT: UK FOREIGN OFFICE CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC TURKS CAN 

ADDRESS GREEK CONCERNS OVER NAVAL EXERCISE EGEMEN 

REF: A. STATE 17263 

     B. EMBASSY LONDON-EUR/WE/UK 02/26 E-MAILS 

Classified By: Political Minister Counselor Greg Berry for reasons 1.4 

(B) and (D). 

 1. (C) Summary. Ankara's response to a February 26 joint 

UK/Belgian/Dutch demarche on the planned multilateral Egemen 

naval exercise was "surprisingly positive and pragmatic," 

according to the Foreign Office's Turkish Team leader, Jason 

Moore.   The Turks will speak to Athens through military 

channels to address Greek concerns; Turkish MFA told the 

British specifically that Ankara will remove the maps 

distributed through the NATO "Cronos" system that depict 

demilitarized islands, as well as revise the search and 

rescue component of the exercise to include coordination with 

the Greek Flight Information Region (FIR).  The Turks also 

told the British Mission in Ankara that it will try to revise 

the exercise parameters so as not to violate the Greeks six 

nautical mile claims and thus avoid any transit through Greek 

territorial waters.  Based on this discussion, and a parallel 

discussion with the Greek Government in which Athens 

reiterated to the British the Greek red lines for the 

exercise (ref A), the Foreign Office is "cautiously 

optimistic" the Egemen exercise can proceed without producing 

tensions in the region.  HMG has made no final decision on 

British participation, pending outcome of Turkish-Greek 

military discussions, but Moore's comments suggested the 

British expect to be able to move forward. End summary. 

2.  (C) The Foreign Office is pleased with the Turkish 

response to the joint demarche delivered in Ankara regarding 

Greek concerns with the Egemen Exercise.   The Turks were 

"pragmatic" and did not strike a legalistic tone, according 

to the Foreign Office's Moore, who briefed Poloff based on 

reporting from the UK Embassy in Ankara.  The Turks agreed 

that it was important to avoid increased tensions in the 

region and the goals of the exercise would be defeated if it 

provoked regional instability.  To avoid this outcome, the 

Turkish government agreed to engage the Greek Government 

through military channels to address Greek concerns. 

3.  (C) The Turks specifically told the British that Ankara 

was prepared to immediately address several Greek concerns, 

including removing the maps distributed through the NATO 

Cronos System that depict demilitarized islands and search 

and rescue responsibilities.  Ankara also is prepared to 

revise the search and rescue component of the exercise so as 

to avoid Greek concerns about lack of coordination with the 

Greek FIR.  Most importantly, the Turks told the British that 

operational plans for the exercise "could be revised" so that 

there would be no question of violating Greek territorial 

waters or a requirement to seek Greek permission for passage. 

 Moore said that although it was too early to declare 

victory, the Turkish agreement to speak with the Greeks and 

look at revising operations so as not to cross Greece's 

claimed territorial waters were positive signs. 

Greek Red Lines 

--------------- 

4.  (C) Moore also provided information on a parallel 

discussion between the UK Mission in Athens and the Greek 

Foreign Ministry.  The Greeks identified three red line 

issues regarding the exercise, telling the British that if 

these red lines were respected Athens would not object to the 

exercise.  Two were previously identified (ref A) -- no 

operations that cross into Greek territorial waters and 

coordination of the search and rescue component of the 

exercise with the Greek FIR -- and that there be no violation 

of Greek airspace by either fixed wing planes or helicopters 

during the search and rescue portion of the exercise 

British Military Working With Turkish Counterparts 

--------------------------------------------- ------- 

5.  (C) Moore said that the UK Ministry of Defense was 

working with Turkish counterparts on operational plans for 

the Exercise to ensure that the necessary changes can be made 

to meet the Greek territorial concerns and Turkish pledges. 

Moore said that the Foreign Office is waiting for a report 

from the MOD on the new operational plans -- as well as a 

readout of the Greek/Turkish discussions -- before finally 

deciding to participate in the Exercise.  Moore said the UK 

wanted the exercise to go forward, with UK participation, but 

the UK was prepared to press for a postponement, or to pull 

out, if the two sides can not work out their differences.  He 

indicated, however, that the Foreign Office anticipates the 

Turkish willingness to talk with Athens will resolve Greek 

concerns. 

Visit London's Classified Website: 
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